THearanatellontain ancient
Greek astrgjical literature

ritten by
Ladellizia
(translated from lItalian into English by Margiteiorello)

Yo pronuncio tu nombre
En las noches oscuras
Cuando vienen los astros
A beber en la luna
Y duermen los ramajes
De las frondas ocultas.
Y yo me siento hueco
De pasién y de masica.

(fromSi Mis Manos Pudieran Deshojar
Federico Garcia Lorca)

Neglected because of their "unscientificity”, umitie end of the nineteenth century many
ancient astrological texts laid unpublished in salv&uropean libraries and therefore unknown to
most people. Within a few decades it was luckilggble to witness, however, to a real reversal of
the situation; in fact, by a wide number of schelanostly German linguists, started a work of
recovery and critical editing of several manusstipt

Between 1887 and 1908 saw again the light Heplmaetlihebes and Ptolemy and Manilius
and Vettius Valens, just to name a few authorsthi® cultural forge should be also attributed the
project, ideated by F. Cumont with the cooperatbr. Boll, of the publication of th€atalogus
Codicum Astrologorum Graecorynwelve tomes in twenty volumes, which appearedfil898 to
1953. Result of an internationtam bringing together the best specialists, the CGaGews and
edits, saving from oblivion, a rich collection @reek texts and fragments.

Franz-Valéry-Marie Cumont (1868-1947), Belgiangegpher and philologist, director of
numerous archaeological expeditions to Syria andkéy is still one of the most important
historians of ancient astrology (Fig.1). Famous lase studies on the impact of Eastern mystery
religions, particularly Mithraism, on the Roman erap Shortly before his death in 1947, he
bequeathed his private library, filled with moreath15,000 volumes, tdcademia Belgica of
Rome! a paradise for scholars researching ancient asdem treatises about the "science of the
stars."

Figure 1: Bust of Franz Cumont at
the Academia Belgica




Indisputable too is the role played by Franz JoHavengelista Boll (1867-1924) in the resumption
of studies on ancient astrology: classical phildb@n Berlin and then in Munchen) rigorous and
careful, debuted in 1894 witktudien iiber Claudius Ptolematise. a dissertation ofietrabiblos
which after Camerarius edition (1535), republishgdelanchthon with &atin translation in 1553
and again in 1581, was never been reprinted amdhizh he proved the authenticity.

FRANE BEOLL

Figure 2: Franz Boll
The image is taken from my copy of
Kleine Shriften zur Sternkunde des AltertumKoehler & Amelang, Leipzig 1950

His work as Director of the manuscript section afifith Staatsbibliothek made of him a
privileged observer and researcher and favoredsinport to Cumont, with whom he especially
cooperated in the editing of ti@odicum Romanorum partem prioref@CAG V, 1); to his only
work it should be ascribed the seventh tome of CC8Gdices Germanicos descripsit Franciscu
Boll published in 1908 He would have hoped to conclude it earlier, astated irPraefatia much
was left to be investigated and he thanked hisidiseas Cumonindefessus Catalogi nostri fautor
atque tutoror Kroll or Bezold or Dyroff and others, for hag supported and helped him. Which
harmony of purpose! But at that time our scholeealy had completed his masterpiegphaerd’
where he showed, through the publication and stddyzantineexcerptaignored for centuries, a
key discovery for future studizsthat is an entirely different image of the skylars constellations
than the typically "Greek" one, hitherto known. 3¢ the so calle&phaera Barbarica (where
B&pBxpog barbarosis the onomatopoeic word which the ancient Gree&sd for foreigners,
literally "stuttering”, those who could not speake€k, so they did not share their culture). With a
painstaking analysis Boll proved that this alteiweatrepresentation rests its foundation on a list -
attributed to Teucer of Babylon - paranatellonta namely the constellatio®-rising with (later
we will examine better the meaning of the word)hwiodiacal signsor parts of it. He also
succeeded to reconstruct the peculiar migratiothisf catalogue, from Babylonia to the Greeks,
Arabs, and then again in the West, viaiAlda’shar®.

All started from his discovery of several unknowne€k texts, which as he stated in the
work’s Vorwort, he intended to publish only with a brief commédnit soon noticed as they were
in need of a wide clarification in order to be urgleod and be of some use. And in order to provide
this, it was necessary to become familiar with &amstonstellations, a task which he increasingly
appreciated. At the end of his work, however, held¢d®ay (...) There is hardly a sector of the
Greek and Roman astrognostic literature, which doasreceive through these new findings some
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growth. Various passages of Aratus tradition andatBsthenes, Eudoxus and Ptolemy, the
Alexandrian astral literature as the depictionstbé ancient and medieval sky receive new and
often bright light. We can now get a clear pictafeNigidius’ Sphaera graecanica and barbarica,
the interpretation of many stars in Manilius andrficus receives new foundation. (..").”

This paper wants to give a short introduction tcs teeries of text, referring for their
exhaustive coverage to Rothenburg ob der Taubdesdar.

I will never stop being grateful to my professamo forced me, enrolled at the Faculty of
Classics, to include German in my curriculum stuaho.

Teucer the Babylonian

Teucer! Who was? Many of us are (were) wonderiirgm Alfred von Gutschmid (1831-
1887), German historian and orientalist, that<feine Schrifterf devotes to him a widexcursus
The longest fragment on Teucer is preserved inbthak Iepl napaddéov vayvooudtov (Peri
paradoxon anagnosmatomjritten by Michael Psellos, a philosopher and pmén living in the
eleventh centurg and sounds like thatThrough Teucer the Babylonian’s books could bguaed
many things more than beautiful, and through thdiacal signs which are in the sk/and by (the
stars) rising together with each of them and thiotige so-called decans, obtaining resources of all
kinds in different issues. In fact each of thexsigumbers three decans, having various forms, one
of which bears an ax, the other showing some difiteimage, if you engrave their images and their
shapes on a ring bezel, you will be protected femm injury. These things [have told] Teucer and
the most qualified scholars in the study of ceddghenomena in his own wayig.3)

,‘ji‘iqnv.rn';
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Figure 3: The first decan of Aries bearing an ax:
detail from Planisphaerium or Tabula Bianchini — Pais, Louvre Museum.
Image frorhlistorie de I’Academie Royale des SciencBaris 1708
(courtesy ofettexcellent Dr. Felice Stoppavww.atlascoelestis.com

More concise the Neoplatonic philosopher Porphy(R33 - ¢.305) in th&icayoyn &ig v
Anoteleopatikny 1ol Itolepoiov (Eisagoghe eis ten Apotelesmatiken tou Ptolemafou
where, at theend of chap. 47, about the 36 decans and the iogrridars and faces, sayghe
judgements on decans and the stars co-rising Withtare discussed by Teucer the Babyloffidn




As for the period in which Teucer lived, certainlg can only say it precedes Porphyrius.
According to Karl Otfried Mduller (1797-1840), Germarchaeologist and Greek scholar, with
whom agrees Heinrich Ewald (1803-1875), (also Ge)neaientalist, historian and philologist, our
man should be identified with the homonymous hiatoiof the town of Cyzicd& The evidence
would be given in part by the fact that he wroteoak about the " earth containing gold"”, therefore
about alchemy, which is astrology's sister, andy&om the fact that a link between Babylon and
Cyzicus in effect can be proved: the historian Agates is called sometimes Babylonian,
sometimes Cyzicdfi

Although Teucer the Cyzican, according to Gutschrdoes not belong to the category of
Greek authors whose age is certainly known, oneeggect on the basis of his literary outf)t")J/t
that he wrote after the deeds of Pompey the Gaedttherefore in mid- | century b.C.

We would have, if this identification was true [ on the other hand, while found it
attractive®, both Gutschmid and Boll himself, are skepticdilst possible date.

Instead Boll suggests a different one, namely trst tentury AD, according to the following
reasoning”: the chapter in which Porphyrius quotes Teuceierseas several others, to a prose
paraphrase of the poet Antiochus, which the neopiatphilosopher, however, explicitly mentions
in the chap. 38 of Isagoge. That Antiochus was strolgical poet is proved by the fact that in
Palcho$® is preserved a long texts in hexametersidyov doa oi dotépeg év Toig ToOMOIS TOU
Bépatog oy OvVTEg onuaivovoty (Antiocou osa oi asteres ev tois topois tou themaioentes
semainousin)taken from one of his seven books he wroccording the Arab M-$a -Allah ibn
Athar (VII sec.). From Antiochus as from other poets evearried out several extensive prose
paraphrases: and this one Porphirius used. Evere iflo not want to leave a period of time - for
Antiochus'poetry and his paraphrase - too smallvéet Teucer and Porphyrius, we can not
backdate Teucer more than the first century AD.

Five years after the German philologist complairedp. 193 volume VII CCAG, he could
not add anything else to what has been said abontSphaera It is obvious that the stone on
which everything else rests is the dating of Arttieg; which in turn is uncertain and on which, as
we shall see in its own place, scholars are in detaglisagreement.

Even our Teucer's birth place is controversialrehwere in fact two Babylon, one best
known in Mesopotamia and the other in EG9piVilhelm Gundel claimétd that he perhaps would
be originally from the Egyptian Babylon; Wolfgahijibner is rather of the opposite opiriband
identifies it with the famous Mesopotamian city Blm, from which came other astrologers who
in Hellenistic times introduced Eastern astrolo8gd he is inclined to believe that Teucer lived
no later than the first century BC.

Giving a look to Arab sources, we discover, as aligth by Boll?® that from them there is
little to learn about our astrologer. IKitab al-Fihrist ** there are two items, Tinkelosthe
Babylonian and Tingerus the Babylonianncluded the following information: the former svane
of the seven wise men of whom Al-Dabbah, a kingefsian dynasty, gave the keys of the seven
houses built according to the names of the sevamepd: he wrote on the decans and the terms of
the planets; the latter, one of seven supervisbtieohouses and, more specifically the one of
Mars house, and he also wrote a book of birthsrdaog to decans and terms of the planets. They
are clearly the same person, without any otherm&bion than the addition of the story about the
priest of the temple of Mars.

Of his writings are left juséxcerpta everyone agrees, however, in attributing to laise
the introduction of new constellations and of decianthe astrological practice.

The first Teukrotextin Rhetorius excerpta

This first text is based on the content of two cedj Vindobonensis philosos. Gr. 108 and
Berolinensis 173 (Phill 1577). In the Vindobonensisyoluminous code of astrological content of
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the fifteenth century, consisting of 371 sheetsff.aR49-256 there is a bulky chapter with a
lengthy ungrammatical title, of which we reprodwegy the incipit (Fig. 4):

mm’. Tiepl Tdv dlbexa Iwdiwv (700> Aokol (cod. hoEixi) xixhou
napa @ihocépou dyapnvoi (cod. dyapivoi) Tevxpov 1ol Bapulwviov:

Figure 4: Thus starts at the page 4 of Sphaera B&ll presentation of theneue Texten

which we could translate: "88 - About the twehigns of the oblique circle according to the
Saracen philosopher Teucer the Babylonian" whickaaly reveals - as comments Boll - its
Byzantine origin by the name given to Teucer, 3laeacene paganphilosopher. This chapter talks
about the 12 zodiacal signs, and for each of theamlisted 12 topics:

[0 Description of the sign according to its natureiema female, royal or vile, etc.., according to
the winds and its influence on human affairs;

Information on the different relationships in whittte sign is in respect to the planets;
Annotation of the threparanatellonta of the three Decans or third of the sign;

Exposition of theprosopaof each decan, ie the "face" of the planet it sfjow

Follow the Aaunpoi actépes (lamproi asteres)namely the Northern or Southern first and
second magnitude stars, arising with each sigr) wdications of their longitude, their size,
theirkrasis and their temperament,

Then there are tharia or terms;

List of klimata i.e. the countries on which each sign has infteem accordance with the
astrological geography;

[0 Body parts and their diseases under the ruledigach sign (with the opportunity to take into
consideratiorparanatellontatoo);

Relationship of the sign with some letters;

Attribution of individual parts of the zodiacal igeto the sign degrees (eg. Aries, from 3th to
7th degree there arises the head, from the 8tBttothe neck, from the 11th to 13th the chest
etc.).

[0 Effect of the sign rising at the Ascendant;

[0 Effect of each of decans.

The paragraphs are repeated in the same orddt &rtlae signs.

I I |

0O O

0O O

In Berolinensis Gr. 173 (Phillip. 1577), a codexfed in the fifteenth century, consisting of 204
pages and written by various hands, at ff.139-B®¢ated an insert, written by a different hand
than the previous sheets, the first page blackeaeed,it was the beginning of another manuscript.
It contains three chapters, the first of them stgrt(Fig. 5):

Figure 5: Sphaera, page 11

or "Treasure of Rhetorius containing the whole sif@ogy,” and that immediately appears to be a
literal parallel of theexcerptunmcontained in Vindobonensis; the second chaptabit the nature
of the wandering stars, the third is call@fl the interpretation and explanation of all thingaid
aboveand it is about the reason it is customary to béggnZodiac from Aries. The first chapier
edited in its entirety in CCAG VII, fr. 139 from ga 192 forward, and accompanied by a brief
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presentation by Boll, who introduced aRhetorii Aegyptii excerpta ex Teucro Babylome
duodecim signls which can be read in James H. Holden Englisindatio®>. Between the
chapters of Vindobonensis and those containedeirolBiensis there is a substantial agreement,
although in the second manuscript the sixth papdgfabout boundaries) and the final three are
missing; and the remaining are of the same liteoaltent, let alone some variation in linguistic
terms used or some omission.

Despite the fact that Rhetorius hame appears onihe second, Boll, through a careful
philological analysi® concludes that the twexcerptaare not independent each other, but can be
both attributed to Rhetorius: the former reproduc®re closely his work, the second went through
a Byzantine transcript. Rhetorius could profitnfrastrological material due to Teucer, and a furthe
evidence for us comes from the re-elaboration dPemsian translation of Teucer, which was
compiled in 542 AD and that we possess throughi Ma'shaf’. From this we can infer that,
except for the all sort of messy Arab and Persmdarpolations, Teucer original text was a little
richer than it appears in our twexcerptaand that Rhetorius literally followed it. In his vkoas
compiler he has been for us the mediator of this I Teucerparanatellonta without adding
anything of his own; since the longitudes of ttesoffirst and second magnitude, recorded in the
chapter we are interested, is almost always 3 fhdfe than in Ptolemy, we arrive around the year
510 (calculated according the method of the Alexiandscholar, progressing of a degree each 100
years rather than 72, wrong approach, but geneaaligpted in ancient times).

Rhetorius therefore composed his astrological dogjyo (a kind of Treasurg at the
beginning of the sixth century or later, but theagxdate remains uncertain, as D. Pingree
mentions tod®. If we accept as true the information given tdrosn Johannes Kamateros (Fig. 6 )

Figure 6: Extract from Johannes Kamateros Eicoyoyi
aotpovopiog (Xl sec.)

in the poem dedicated to Manuel Komnénpwhich will be discussed later (see page 20), hs w
an Egyptian, author of a work on the zodiacal sifus verses sound like "A wise man among the
ancients, a focused mind orator, Rhetorius of Egyut called, skilled in the knowledge of the
course of the stars, for the first time wrote retable things in an easy to understand work about
the motion of the twelve sigrni&:

Boll shows at pp. 16-21 dbphaera the Greek text of all three paragraphseffitst
chapter, that is the paragraphs in which are lighedNorthern and Southern constellations rising
along each decan of the Zodiac. Here follows thadlation accompanied by some notes on the
non-Greek constellations, which appear in the tbut, not before having briefly mentioned the
Dodecalaros. At the end of the list of constellations of eatdcran regularly appears in fact the
name of an animal, followed by the woraf'the Dodecadros": with the first decan there arises
each time the head, with the second the central path the third one the tail or the back or the
end, only for the Pisces the order is reversed.

The twelve animals (cat, dog, snake, beetle, dagrilay, goat, bull, hawk, monkey, ibis and
crocodile), taken together form tliodecalaros and appear in their entirety only in the first
Teukrotext and of course into the verse translation madddhannes Kamateros. We can see a
picture in theTabula or Planisphaerium Bianchini (Fig. 3), a marble tabfeuncertain date,
probably the second or third century, found in 1f#®Several fragments in the Aventine hill in
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Rome and donated by the antiquarian Francesco lr@no the Academy of Sciences in Paris,
now in the Louvre Museum. From the center, wheeeetlis a snake wrapping in its coils two bears,
the standard image of the ecliptic pole, start foancentric circles: in the first stretches the
dodecabros, in the fourth a procession of images, threegugm, without any doubt the decans:
the first one of Aries with an ax, just like Michdesellos states in the passage where he mentions
Teucer (see. 3)

Another representation is the so-callBdressy Zodia¢Fig. 7)

Figure 7: Daressy Zodiac

The French Egyptologist Georges Daressy (1864-188B)sNotes et Remarquetescribes it: "A
few years ago, a merchant in Cairo had a smatig@hich has then gon@o not know where. It is

a marble disk which contains a double Roman zodigae.central part is occupied by the joint heads
of Apollo and Phoebe, the first with a crown ofgsathe second with a crescent on the head, a bow
is placed before her. The circle forms a doublg (the diameters of the circles ara 193.01n 188.

Om 058), divided into twelve compartments by doulited directed toward the center. The outer
compartments contain the signs of the months oékG#&odiac, the inner compartments contain the
corresponding signs of the Egyptian Zodiac, ire lwith those included (but incomplete) in
Planispherium Bianchini*. The artifact is lost, the squeeze made from Bgrés kept in the
Institut Francais d'Archéologi®rientaleof Cairo.

The term dndexampog (dodecalaros) is composed ofdwdero (dodeca twelve) andwpa
(hora, hour) and literally means "twelve hours." As Bbighlights, Teucer was by no means the
only or the first to use it; it generally stands fbe twelve hours of natural day, from sunrise to
sunset, and we can translate it as "circle of tevddgurs.” But we are facing a problem: in Teucer
text and in the Tabula Bianchini the twelve angnate in close link with the twelve signs of the
ecliptic, and rise together with them, and one hsurot enough for a twelfth of the ecliptic toeris
Dodecalaros must therefore necessarily indicate a circlevedlte double-hours in support of
which Boll shows several epigraphic, literary ardlglogical testimonies, at which for brevity the
reader should ref#: In the two marble tables and in Teucer t#gt: stands therefore fatouble
hourand it is not the ecliptic but the equator twelBut how each of these twelfths were associated
with the name of an animal? According to Boll, araly the name was likely to show big or small
constellations near the equator, marking the beginor the extension of the twelfth part of the
circle, and passed then to th@uble-hourswhich was in effect the time they took to rise.




These are the characteristics of the 12 animales&/brigin is purely Egyptian:

Cat: in particular, was sacred to Bastet or lﬁé\@ goddess identified with Artemis, but also
with the sun god Ra-Helios; the center of his w#s Par Bastet (Bubasti for the Greeks), where
was found a necropolis of mummified holy cats, withtemple. Cats in Egypt were protected by
law and hurting or exporting them was forbidded paonished with death.

Dog or rather the golden jack&dnis aureus lupastgwas sacred to Anub \, the god
who protected necropolis and the world of the daadan animal feeding on carrion.

Snake:m sacred animapar excellenceDaressy describes (see reference) the one of the
homonym Zodiac as "the serpent Agathodaimon, crdvamel bearded.” In it, the Egyptians saw
the creator, the God Serpent Sata enclosing thédwath many coils, the cosmic enemy
APOPIS and so on.

Scarab: calledkheperer (from the verb khepermeaning to born or to becom® was
associated with the Sun god of the morning Khephjch gave life and represented the
coprophagist sacred aninftatarabaeus sacer aegyptiorum.

Donkey:M was sacred to Seth, who was depicted with the bbdyman and a stylized head
of an ass. Seth, god warrior, to which no one coeist and burning everything, was associated
to the Greek god Typhon.

Lion: h was sacred to Atum, the creator, then identifieth Ra in the form Atum-Ra,
symbolizing the setting Sun and worshiped in Hallgp one of the most important places
related to Sun worship. In Leontopolis (Taremou,dara Tell al Mugdam) were bred lions,
which lived near the temple: they were consideredrinations of Sekmet, the goddess of war,
which was depicted as a lioness or a woman withidinés head.

Goat:-% was worshiped under the name of Ba-neb-djedetendds (the Egyptian Djedet), a
city where the Mendes branch of Nile flows intanigalake. Herodotus reports that the god was
represented with a goat head and fleece andhbanhabitants of the district of Mendes never
sacrifice goats and especially regarded a goath upbose death they observed a deep
mourning*-

Bull: Mﬁ:ﬂ was the form under, in the temple of Ptah in Meisplwvas worshiped Apis,
originally a symbol of fertility and later an "héda of Ptah, whose soul he incarnated on earth.
In its anthropomorphic form was represented byhikés head, surmounted by the Uraeus and
the horns fastening the solar disk.

Hawk: % according to Herodotd$was as sacred to the Egyptians as the ibis, arse tiwho,
even accidentally, would kill one, were sentenaedl¢ath. He was worshiped by the name of
Horos and closely associated with the Pharaonicanabiy.

Monkey (the cynocephalusf%- was one of the ways in which it was depicted Thttha god
of Moon, wisdom, writing and magic. This deity, ishiped in Hermopolis, had the appearance
of an ibis or a baboon or the cynocephalus (thebalhas a pointed and canine snout).




It seems that for the ancients the ape had a nadtgneaning, as bad and mischievous animal:
it was believed that those who met one in the nmgrriad a bad day ahead and that its
appearance in dreams do not bring anything goodcéi¢he cynocephalus in our text is also
known aghe one who has a bad name

0 Ibis: E‘h typical Egyptian animal, was sacred to Thoth, asdfar as Pliny relates, was invoked
against snakes incursions, tamed by people bedtuseld drive them away and it was often
sacrificed to the gods to stop the plagiie.

] Crocodile:% was sacred to Sobek, god of water and Nile flopdBon of the goddess Neith,
was worshiped in Crocodilopolis, today Faiyum. rtain sanctuary is in Kom Ombo; in the
nearby cemetery were found mummies of crocodilebels is generally depicted as a man with
a crocodile head, often with the uraeus on the leaddhe ankh in one hand.

And here's the translation of the fifstucrotext

Aries - with its first decan there arise Athena and el of the Whale and the third partof the
Triangle and the Cynocephalus bearing torches dredhtead of the Cat of the Dodeéabs. With

the second decan there arise Andromeda and theatguart of the Whale and the Gorgon and
Perseus’ Harpe sword and half of the Triangle ahd tcentral part of the Cat of Dodecabs.
With the third decan there arise Cassiopeia gitiim the throne and Perseus upside down and the
head of the whale and the rest of Theangle and the tail of the Cat of the Dodegars.

Athena constellation name of astrological origin. Amtiog to the ancient doctrine thgitves the
rulership of the twelve signs to twelve gods amat Manilius (Astronomicon, Il, 439-447) follows
too, Aries belongs to the goddess Athdremigerum Pallas tuetu¢Pallas protects the woolly ")
Manilius says. And also Virgil (Aeneid Xl, 259) @dls thetriste Minervae Sidug'Minerva's
baleful star"). It could be therefore a single stara small group of stars in the constellation of
Aries. Or maybe not. Servius M. HonoratyysRoman grammarian and commentator of Virgil's
works intends in facSidus Minervaeas storms, lightning and bad weather characteritieg
beginning of spring. Athena could therefore reballe the weather situation accompanying the first
Decan of Aries.

The Cynocephalus bearing torchean Egyptian constellation, as evidenced by thébate of the
lamps. For the Egyptians stars were not celestdlids, but rather lamps (khabisou) lit in the
firmament. In the tomb of Seth I, Isis-Sothis Iselher lamp shaped as a five pointed star on her
hair and Osiris-Orion his own above the Yodn the two Zodiacs of Chnum Temple at Esna (the
Greek Latopolis) you can see hawk, dog or ramdégduman figures with small lamps in their
hands: they are the Decans Lamp-bearers . BetweeDdcans of Denderah Zodiac there is also a
monkey (the Cynocephalus an animal that is often depicted in ancient Eigyptemples and we
have seen to be sacred to Thoth.

Taurus - with its first decan there arise Orion armed witlsword and half of the Pleiadaad half of
the remains of the Dead Woman and the head of dgedd Dodecabros. With the second decan there
arise the Cynocephalus, holding a naked statuethadsceptre and the other half of the remains ®f th
Dead Woman and the central part of the Dog of Dedecalaros. With the third decan there arise the
"Team of the horses" and the Auriga and the Chaid theGoat raised by the Auriga with the left
hand and the back of the dog of the Dodéca$.




The remains of the Dead Womatonstellation difficult to identify, but surelyud to Egyptian
sphere, according to B3l In the large Zodiac of Chnum Temple at Esna betwaries and Taurus
is situated a standing mummy, which could be gestiae one of Orion-Osiris. Here, however, are
mentioned the remains of a female corpse, whictdcoot be so straightforward linked to the god,
who for the Egyptians is the Deguhr excellence

The Cynocephalus, holding a naked staflibe same as for theynocephalus bearing torches
although the attribution of the woman statue remainclear.

The Sceptre in all Egyptian representations is Osiris-Olsoattribute, together with the sword,
which in the Greek versions. appears with club glad (Fig. 8) in memory of his tireless work as a
hunter. The Egyptians, as is also evident by noosemscriptions, thought to Osiris as lord of the
constellation of Orion. In Denderah square Zodamve the image of a man solemnly advancing
into a boat and turning his head back, is loc#tednscription "Sahu, the beautifully divine sofil
Osiris." The same connection to Osiris - Sahu baaaher inscription in Denderah porch. Sahu is
the constellation of Orion.

Figure 8: Orion.
Engraving taken from the Uranometria of Johann Baye, Augsburg, 1603

Gemini - With the first decan there arises the Auriga #@mel Chariot and the wheel under the Chariot
and the front half of the Dog and the head of$keepent of Dodecanos. With the second decan there
arise the Lyre and Hercules, and the snake onrée ¢thased by Hercules and the central part of the
Serpent of Dodecalnos. With the third decan there arise the Lyre d@hne Dog Star (Sirius) and the
Dolphin and the front of the Little Bear and theckaf the Serpent of Dodecabs.

Cancer -With its first decan there arise the back of Ursidf and the Satyr touching the club and the
Muse playing the lyre and one of the Graces andhtted of the Scarab of the Dodegads. With the
second decan there arise half of the Manger andDbakey and the second of the Graces and the
central part of the Scarab of Dodecebs. With the third decan there arise the thirdGyhces and the
other Donkey and the other half of the Manger drefinal part of the Scarab of Dodecabs.

The Satyr touching the cluleharacter very unclear. It seems to be a constellamear Orionor
maybe the same Orion [also #Ma'shar speaks in the first decan of Caficef a satyr with his
club, next to the Muse playing the lyre].
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The Musa playing the lyrés present in the second decan of Virgo anditsedecan of Libra and

it does not belong to any Greek saga. Since bWl the Satyr, identified with Orion, cannot be
connected to the constellation of Lyra, which isunother region of the sky.

The Gracesin the three decans of Cancer rise three stamsoce or less the same size, called the
Charites, beneficent deities symbol of beauty, gog prosperity. More than to an Eastern origin
we should think of a popular name and hence tdhte stars of Orion's Belt, which in Alexandria
and further North, at the time of Hipparchus, rakeady with the third decan of Gemini.

Leo - with its first decan there arise the One witbag face shooting with the bow and the half of
the Ship and the head of Hydra and the head obtihrekey of Dodecainos. With the second decan
there arise the other half of the Ship and a Getshing out his hand upward and the back of the
Hydra and the Cup and Cymbals and the Phrygiangedl and the central part of the Donkey of
Dodecalaros. With the third decan there arise the Aurigddmng the wheel and the boy following
him and the central part ownof the Hydra and thekoaf the donkey of Dodedcabs.

The One with a Dog-face throwing with a bawis is an archer with the head of a dogetter
jackal, which does not belong to the realm of Grepkere. It certainly cannot be Sagittarius;
probably it belongs to the Egyptian sphere.

The Boat: see notes to Libra text.

A God holding his hands up, the Cymb#e tradition of the various manuscripts is veigcordant
in this passage. In ms. Laurentianus XXVIII, 34e(tbecondleukrotext) is mentionedThe One
outstretching arms and bearing cymhatecause there ipat®v instead ofcpatr)p and the Cup
is still mentioned, but previously; in AliVia'shar (see note 3@ idol holds his hands outpward
and bears cymbals, as a dancem Antiochus some cymbals and Atladt is therefore a
constellation belonging to thearbariansphere, a variant of one or more Greek constetigtidhe
player of the cymbals (ie plates) or the god wdlsed arms (which only Antiochus, on his own
initiative, calls Atlas) could perhaps be a latansformation of Engonasinthe kneeling man
another name for the constellation of Hercules,ciwtiias a very large ar¢h225 square degrees)
and rises for the greater part with Libra, but whtest stars set, as Hipparchus says, when Leo
rises?® Engonasin too is represented with his arms steeftcipward.

The Phrygian fluteshard to say why the mentioned flutes are the glanyones, which can be
distinguished by the others only for the differdnhing. In Laurentianus XXVIII, 34 is said they
signify failures of great expectationand therefore they recall to mind Satyr Marsyashmy
unmatched flute player, who lost with Apollo alkkiontest based on playing the instrument.
Apollo, in order to punish him for hisiybris, but also in order to eliminate a dangerous ritiat]

him to a tree and flayed alive. This characterhisstdepicted with his arms tied up: it could be
another variant of Engonasin and not coincidentiié/Phrygian flutes are then listed immediately
after the Cymbals, as coincident or adjacent ctiatta.

The Auriga holding the wheel and a chitde constellation discussed here is not the asiag with

the sign of Taurus, already known to Ptolemy, amickv has Capellao( Aurigae) as its brightest
star. The latter has as attribute the Chariot aed2oat (in the need the two Kids too) and produce
the birth of famous drivers of chariots and cammggthe former is much more modest. It is
represented as a man with the wheel in his lefdrand the whip in his right hand and under its
influence are born porters and muleteers. In tieerstTeukrotext these two charioteers are clearly
mentioned and the second is calfpdoyoc ariog (heniochos allos i.e. the other charioteer. It
cannot be reconnected to the Greek sphere, budrrthn high-Egyptian one. In Denderah round
Zodiac for example there appears above the sigreofa small sitting figure with a double crown,
which has a whip (it should be a minor small celtation, because in the square one it is omitted).
And in addition the whip is in the hands of Hordhis second charioteer is followed by a child [the
pair will appear again in the second decan of [jkdtat in Laurentianus XXVIII, 34 is said to bring
a cup. Since all the three constellations [therotheiga, the child and the cup] are in the arethef
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sky rising with the third decan of the Leo, itléos, according to Boft! that this second Auriga
may occupy the area which is identified today a&S3kxtant (Fig. 9).
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Figure 9: The constellation of Leo.
The Sextant just below, the Crater to the right.
Image taken from Firmamenturn Sobiescianum(1690) by the Polish
astronomer Johannes Hevelit

Virgo- with its first decan there arises a goddess seated throne and nursing baby, who some
say is the goddess Isis in the Atrium feeding Haltsre arise also the Spike and the central part
of the Hydra and head of the Fish and the heati@iLion of Dodecadros. With the second decan
there arise the Muse playing the lyre and the re¢piart of the Fish and the tail of Hydra and half
of the bull headed Bootes and the middle parthef Rlow and the central part of the Lion of
Dodecalaros. With the third decan there arise the otherf ledl Bootes and the other of the two
halves of the plow and the tail of Fish and th&epiand the tail of the Lion of Dodeéabs.

A Goddess sitting on the thrarthis figure is nursing a child and by the same i® identified with
Isis. Isis is for the Egyptians the goddess ofiuSi. Canis Majoris the brightest star in the sky,
Sothis, at whose heliacal rising the Nile begamtmunt. Teucer description corresponds to a figure
depicted on Denderah round zodiac: at the fooh®fzbdiacal sign of Virgo there is a goddess with
a veil on a seat, which has in her left an obgiticult to identify, perhaps spikes, and in thght

a child. We are in front Isis with her son Horasglsng him in theatrium, namely the entrance to
the temple, as also witnessed by a large numbg&leaindrian coins of the imperial age (Fig. 10).

e

Figure 10: Isis nursing her son in the temple
(Coin kept at British Museum, London)
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Bootes the bull-headedegyptian constellation of the Plowman, correspogdto Bootes. In
Denderah round Zodiac, behind the Virgo there lmill-headed figure, Hor-ka, the planet Saturn:
there is also a second figure, twice the size efitist, bull headed, leading with both hands awlo
or rather, a dig like a plow, for land work.

Libra - with its first decan there arise Hades (the wmeand Musa playing the lyre and the Boatman
and part of Acherusian Lake and part of the Boal #re head of the Goat of Dodeéabs. With
the second decan there arises the Auriga and theg/boy and the front part of the Centaur and
the central part of the boat and Acherusian Lakel the Spring and the Agora and the central part
of the Goat of Dodecahos. With the third decan there arise the backhef €Centaur and the final
part of the boat and the Acherusian Lake and Areatsng lying down with his left hand on the
head and Ariadne Crown and two heads in the skiedahe Queen and Adonis, calling the
Heaven, and the final part of the Goat of Dodetak.

Hades the Boatman, the Acherusian Lake and the Boafeucer we find all the underwontdgion
depicted in the sky. In addition to the god Hadks,ferryman with his boat and the river Acheron
on which it travels in order to take the dead @ tinderworld. And not surprisingly, if we accep th
Babylonian origin of these constellations. MacrabiRoman philosopher and writer (who#eruit

can be placed in the fifth century), for examplalking about the cult of Adonis among the
Phoeniciar¥, says that they borrowed it from the Assyriand Auonis, Attis, Osiris and Horos
are nothing else than the Sun, whose nature atedelhe twelve signs of the Zodiac too. According
the Assyrians the upper part of the hemispherethadsix signs above the equator are ruled by
Venus, the bottom part and the six signs belowtmserpine. Venus weeps when the Sun begins
its journey in the lower part of the Zodiac andsfalinder the dominion of Proserpine. It is said tha
Adonis was killed by a boar, which is the symboMofter, as he likes damp, muddy, iced places
and feeds on acorns. Even for the Sun the wister wound, which reduces its light and heat,
causing the death of many living things. So it'&lent the reason why in this part of its journey is
Proserpine, goddess of the underworld to be th&gess And correctly, we add, it can be explained
why the underworld constellations appear in Lilthe, sign starting with the passage of the Sun to
the pointo (autumn equinox).

Auriga and the young bogee what it has been said about Leo.

Figure 11: The sleeping Ariadne,second century
AD Roman copy of the second century b.C.
original by the School of Pergamum —
Gallery of Statues Museo Pio-Clementino, Rome
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Spring hard to tell the origin of this constellation. Agises without interruption from the images
of the Acherusian Lake and the other images ofeldachay have been originated in the Babylonian
underworld.

The Agorapresent in other manuscripts and in the Arabiger#bsolutely unknown.

Ariadne lying down with her left hand on the heaext to the Corona Borealis, which is ti@den
crown she received by the enamoured Dionysus, seefald Ariadne as constellation. The image
of the sleeping girl, after being abandoned by €hsson the island of Naxos was well known in
antiquity (Fig. 11).

Two heads in the skthe Queen (Antiochus specifies to be AphroditeJ Adonis. Constellations
of which is difficult to identify the origin and probby lie in the vicinity of the same sign of Libra.

Scorpio- With its first decan there arise Hygiea and tleek of the Centaur and the front part of the
Bull of the Dodecadros. With the second decan there arise Asclepng the central part of the
Centaur [and the central part of the Bull] of Dodéwros. By the third decan there arise the front part
of the Centaur carrying the hare and the front pafrthe Dog and Ophiuchus and the back of the Bull
of the Dodecadros.

Sagittarius- With its first decan there arise a God lying ugsitbwn which is called Talas and the
Crow touches his head and the Dog turned backwandisthe head of the Hawk of Dodecahoros. With
the second decan there arise Cepheus touchinghigthight hand the Wolf and the head of the Wolf
and the half of Argos and the front part of the @oh and the central part of the Hawk of
Dodecalaros. With the third decan there arise the resthaf Dolphin, and Pelagus and half of the Big
Dipper and the tail of the Hawk of Dodecabs.

Talas a god who is lying upside down, called Talashvatraven touching his head. In Antiochus

on the other han mentioned Taloburling a stoneAs usually the upside down character could
be Engonasin, whose last stars have longitude @réon5 degrees of Sagittarius. If we accept Talos
variant we could think about the bronze giant,rdizen of Crete, who protected the island throwing

huge rocks at enemies.

Capricorn - with its first decan there arise the other haff Argos and the Urs#ajor and the
Nereid and Lyre and the head of Big Fish and tlatfipart of the Cynocephalus of Dodegais.
With the second decan there arise Eileithyia rggtion the Throne and the middle of the Wheel and
of the Vine and the central part of the Great Fiahd the central part of the Ominous One of the
Dodecalaros. With its third decan there arise the otheaif of the Throne and the tail of the Big
Fish and the Altar and the headless demon holdiagpWwn head and the back of the Ominous One
of Dodecahros.

Nereid: This constellation or star in Antiochus is callBiéreus but the female form is more
correct, as also AtMa'shar (see note 39) speaks of a sea creaturechBi@reid. Perhaps it is a
poetic transposition of the sign of Capricorn asdbat-fish.

Eileithyia sitting on the Throne it is again depicted Isis (see Virgo first decam)f under a
different name. The iconography is the same: a gssldeated on a throne with a child on her lap.
Isis as Eileithyia is the goddess of childbirth &ine protector of pregnant women.

The Vine constellation of the Egyptian sphere. In Firmféughe last decan of Sagittarius is called
Chenene (or Chenen or Chenem), to which A. Roffiigives the meaning afsterism representing
the appearance of a vineyard
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The headless demothis demon holds his own head, it is also foumdntiochus, but as a Satyr.
Its origin is Egyptian: in Denderah rectangular i&od just before the goddesses of the second and
third hour of the night, you can see a headles rfigire, whose hands protrude forward with
palms facing up. It is slightly different from Tear¢in Antioch it has been hellenized and becomes
a satyr hiding his head. The Zodiac of Esna Nonthemple seems to show the same constellation
between Capricorn and Aquarius: a tailed man whesel is replaced by the disk of the Sun.

Aquarius - with its first decan there arises the river @&nus, holding in hand théase and the head
of Centaurus and his left hand outstretched andhibad of the Ibis of Dodecatos. With the
second decan there arise the central part of thet&e and two snakes in contact with each other
and the central part of the Ibis of the Dodegads. With its third decan there arise the greatdbir
called Cygnus, [....] called Centaur, and the fAmting its right hand and the back of Pegasus and
the final part of the Ibis of the Dodecabs .

The two snakes in contact with each othalso mentioned by Antiochus, who however spealkg o
of two snakes This is the constellation extending to Pisceitle like Pegasus. Twmecks and
heads of intertwined snakes are also depicted dmylBaian boundary stones. In the second
Teukrotext(Laurentianus XXVIII, 34) are mentioned in the sighPisces the deer and the two
snakes, suggesting a link, albeit only astronomloativeen the two constellations.

Pisces -With the first decan there arise the front parttieé winged horse Pegasus atié head of
Deer which has two snakes into its nostrils andftive part of the linen thread and tail of the
Crocodile of Dodeca#ros. With the second decan there arise the ceptdl of the Deer and half
of Engonasin and the central part of the Crocodife Dodecahros. With the third decan there
arise the back of the Deer and the other half ajdfrasin and the final part of linen thread and the
head of the Crocodile of the Dodedabs.

The deer which has two snakes into its nostthie deer is a constellation of Babylonian origin.
Even Firmicus”™ mentions it among those of Pisces (in pisce séeali oriturcervug. He adds
that those having the Ascendant in the Deer's marglsnake charmers, go on their trail and take
them. There are no representation of the congtellais described by Teucer. Two snakes are
present, as we have seen, even in the sign of Aguar

The secondTeukrotext

This second text is based on the contents of thitesr manuscripts: the Parisinus Gr. 25086,
the XXVIII Laurentianus 34 and the Vaticanus Gr50

The Parisinus Gr. 2506 is a large paper manuscopisisting of 216 sheets, dating from the
beginning of the sixteenth century, mutilated & bieginning, written by two different hands (the
first ff. 1-144 and the second ff. 145-216), comingm the Library of the ambassador of Charles
IX, king of France, Huraut de Boistaillé. Cumonthavreviewed it in CCAG VIII, I, was able to
examine it in Ghent, where it has been amicably snHenri Omont-August, Curator of the
manuscripts section of the Bibliotheque NationaleParis. It contains an astrological collection,
whose unknown author seems to be lived, accordingddt, in the early eleventh century.

At folio 119 there is a chapter, number 310 and, 8bhtaining a fragment entitlefleUxpov nepi
TV tapatelloéviov (Teucrou peri ton paratellontgnlt lists the paranatellontato Aries,Taurus,
Gemini and Cancer, with the information of the @egwith which they arise, as well as the type of
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people or even events which can be expected wir tlising. The listafter the Cancer is
interrupted, followed by half a blank page and thtea chapter 312, which is entitledepi
cvovactpio 6 av1o¢ TovAlavog ovtmg enoiv (Peri sunastrias o autos loulianos outfesin
namely “How the very same Julian talks about sigasAnd then through this "the verysame"
Julian is also mentioned as a source of the previhapter. Unless there is something missing
between the chap. 311 and 312 (having a half-epgge), it can be thought of Julian of Laodféea
who could not live (according to Boll) before thigh century, and who transcribed Hephaestio
Theban to the letter. Thexcerptumis incomplete (missing the 2/3) and shows a gneatber of
gaps, even in the middle of the word, and prob#idymanuscript from which it was copied too had
to be in poor condition. It is preserved also ihesttwo Codices Parisini: at f.134 of ms.242Hn{
Fontebladensis 71), a parchment manuscript ofsBégts, written by a single hand at the end of the
fourteenth century and at the .185 of ms.24@0r( Colbertinus-Regius 2079), a paper manuscript
of 259 sheets, copied in 1550 by Christoph Avee fragment present in ms. 2424 was copied from
ms. 2420 and it also contains the same slight reiffee in the title, compared to ms.2506, namely
TeUxpov in luogo diTevkpov. Mss. 2420 and 2506 are, according to Boll, indepahdach other
and are certainly derived from a common sourcemnath earlief’

The Laurentianus Plut. XXVIII, 34 is on the othenld a codex of 170 parchment sheets,
partially mutilated at the end, as indicated bylthén index in the beginning. It can be datedn®e t
X-XI century, and it is the oldest known astrolaimanuscript (Fig. 12).

Figure 12: Interior of the Laurentian Library - Flo rence
Planned by Michelangelo Buonarroti in the middle ofthe sixteenth
century, the library contains as well as books, inmabula, papyri
and even 11,044 precious manuscripts.

At ff. 134-136 there is a chaptBepl tdv nopatelldoviov toig 1’ Lwdoic katd Tebrpov
(Peri ton paranatellonton tois dodeka zodiois katuHror) whose text is wholly preserved. The
chapter is closely related to the one of ParisBa@6 and contains all the constellations listenteh
with lesser details. The two texts are independeat stemmed by an original that, according to
Boll, is not fully represented in any of them, aevidenced by the thiekcerptumnamely the one
recorded in Vaticanus Gr. 1056 f. 28.

This latter codex it a paper manuscript of theéfith century of 175 sheets, written for the most
part by a single hand, and preceded by a very atdhpnent sheet, written in two columns with capital
letters and damaged by moisture; it contains elésnéerived from Greek, Arab and Jew astrologers
mixed together. Thexcerptunof .28 is the shortest of the two first mentionaad omits a large
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number of constellations present in the lattexsprbut on the other hand it mentions others nmgssin
there.

The original as reconstituted by the thmecerpta is according Boll, for the number of
constellations mentioned and astrological explanatiregarding the status and the profession of
those born under the constellation itself, the natsindant of the survived texts and it is extremely
important, as it is a Greek support to Manilius.dAih was probably a paraphrase of a primitive
poetic original in couplets or hexameters, as shbwits linguistic analysis. Another peculiarity is
the presence in the first twexcerptaof a lot of rare Greek words borrowed from Latarminating
in -arios.

It is precisely on this base that our philologisises the question whether an author lived
before Porphyry could have used them and how &xisdould be traced back to Teucer. To begin,
paranatellontaare not ordered in the secofi@ukrotextby decans, as in the first one, but by
degrees, and more important the information predity the twoleukrotexteare at odds with
each other. Many examples can be given: in thé @etus and thebvyva eépov rise with the
first decan, in the second (in Parisinus) with D8d2gree of Aries; in the first Cassiopeia is ia th
third decan, in the second (Parisinus) with thédn Iigigree of Aries, etc. In addition, the forms in
arius appeared in Latin not before Emperor Trajan (78} Eg8e, and then we can not expect such a
large number of Greek words +arios in the same period. The testimonies in fact, goypaand
inscriptions are much later. This is true bothdtrer subjects and for astrology; in Ptolemy imva
we could search terms borrowed from Latin in laggantities. The language proves we are facing
an older, revised, altered text by several changes.

In addition, the second eukrotextwhich is considerably richer than the first,asking of a
lot of information present in the first. So whileet first Teukrotextpaternity, which was under
Porphyry, or rather already Antiochus'eyes, isdertain for Boll, he cannot say the same for the
second. Unless to conclude that Teucer work wasguarge container where different sources
were merged®

The excerptataken from three manuscripts (Parinus, Laurentfaand Vaticanus) are
showed in 3 columns, side by side, in Sphaera4 pih2.

Antiochus

In the Codex Vindobonensis philos. Gr. 179, 135es&$)ea paper manuscript of the
fourteenth/ fifteenth century, brought to Viennanfr Constantinople by the Fleming humanist and
diplomat Ogier Ghiselin de Busbecq (ambassaddunkey from 1582 to 1589), we find at ff. 41-
65, closely related each other, 44 chapters, uheetitle Fig. 13:

Figure 13: The title of the ff. 41-65 of the Code¥Xindobonensis philos. Gr. 179

or "Of interpretation and explanation of the whalstrological ars." An index on top of this
excerptuntells us that chapters 40 and 41 dealt wghranatellontato the 12 signs and the stars
rising and setting in the 12 months. They weredfwee two different lists, the first similar to
we have seen so far attributed to Teucer, the seadixed stars calendar.

Unfortunately in Vindobonensis, since the end & 39th to the 42th chapter there is a big
gap, which was already noted on f. 61 by a reatléneofifteenth century. The chapters (including
the missing ones) are preserved in the Codex Moise&c87, a paper manuscript of 164 sheets,
which a fourteenth century scholar, a student gbksyy and geography, copied for his own use,
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collecting, sometimes extrapolating or mixing frearious codices the things he thought might be
useful. At ff. 107-133 we find a compendium by Awthus in 37 chapters, including one
mentioning togethgparanatellontaand a calendar of fixed stars.

There is also a third code, the Mutinensis 85 1I6,Ga 100-sheet paper manuscript, written
by Michael Suliardus in the fifteenth century, aning at ff. 68-74 the same materiahtiochi
calendarium astronomicum cum figura caeli et varsibambicis Byzantinis singulismiensibus)
even with the same mstakes.

The dual list is also found in a fourth manuscriggticanus 1056 and specifically in an
anonymous chapter entitléthi allwg mepi t@v tapateAldviov toig 1’ (wdoic (Kai allos
peri ton paranatellonton tois dodeka zod)piseparated only by a short chapter friiva one we
described on page 17. Boll edited it in Sphaerthatpages 57-58, compared in two columns,
paranatellontdisted in this final manuscript and those listedMlanacensis.

Antiochus the astrologer was a real authority itahastrology andnterrogationes also
among the Arabs and the dating of his work is \cemytroversial. Essentially, scholars are divided
into two factions. Cumofit estimated that Antiochus could write between B@ and 50 AD
because of his use of archaic planetary namerttex they are discussed, the role given to the
Sun, based on a doctrine "according to the so&oldigy" (born in Babylon and adopted by Greek
science during the first century BC because of oticle Stoics as Posidonius and
Neopythagoreaism); the presence of the doctrinthefeight places (topoi), thectatopos older
than the twelve places's ordndecatoposin addition, he assumed he could be identifiethwi
Antiochus of Ascalon, who directed the Academy dhexis and had among his pupils Cicero
(although there is the no small obstacle that eeithis nor others speaking of Antiochus of
Ascalon, mentioned his interest for astrology. Vé®ehseen before that Boll proposes a different
period®. Kroll first assumed the second century of our, &ran the period 100 BC-AD 8b And
Boer is for the first century B® Wilhelm Gundel wrote inDekane un Dekanesternbildérat
Antiochus lived in the early second century ADexcept that he changed his mind and wrote
in ,%4strologumena:o-written by Hans Georg Gundel, that he rathedorged to the first century
BC™.

D. Pingre#’, in turn, considers completely unreliable the hiapsis of these two scholars
and places Antiochutoruit in the second half of the second century on tbemp of the following
reasons: the astrologer seems to have written twéd) i.e. theEicayoyikd (Eisagogika [which
we know>® through the Codex Parisinus gr. 2425 and throhghcopy made by Porphyry in his
Eicayoyy (Eisagogd] and his ®©ncavpol (Thesauroi), storéd in the Codex Laurentianus
XXVIII, 34. Porphyry, as we know, makes the nameé\atiochus once, in the chap. 38, mentioning
the two methods the latter astrologer describesrdler to determine the position of the Moon at
native conception: Petosiris’ one and his own. Hegstio of Thebé§ who calls Antiochus
"Athenian" attributes the same two methods to thees two authors, but in reverse order (this
should be the original order and the same Antioathaaild have given Petosiris opinion before his
own). In two passages of the chapter on the natiwes die in infancy’, in which he quotes a
comment (apparently from Porphyry) on the tenthptér of Ptolemy'Setrabiblos Hephaestio
states that Antiochus and Apollinarius are esskytian agreement with the Alexandrian scholar.
The former suggests, even if without evidence, #atiochus wrote after Ptolemy and before
Apollinarius, which in turn precedes Porphyy [whaotgs, in turn, this astrologer Isagoge4i].
The Anonymous of 379 AD, who we read in ch. 13%afchos (for Pingree pseudo-Palchos) cites
Antiochus together with Valens and Antigonus of &¢ia (who lived at the latest in the late second
century AD) as writers writing about the power bé tfixed stars And finally Firmicus Materrilis
guotes Ptolemy and Antiochus talking about ardisci
So far, the dispute among scholars.
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Valens

In the Codex Marcianus 314 - a 286-sheet parchmanuscript of the fourteenth century, once
owned by Cardinal Bessarione (Fig.14) - are cadléctext to a larger number of Ptolemy writings,
wide excerptafrom Vettius ValendAv3oloyio (Anthologhia). Theexcerptaare divided into two
books with all titles, the general one and thoseaxth chapter, missing. The whole f. 256 was
published by Cumont in CCAG Il (pp. 92-99); Bolltepolates irSphaer&* for each sign only
the lines related to theo-rising constellations, which are considerably intertwingth those in
the first Teukrotext

Figure 14: Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana - Piazza & Marco, Venice
Project of 1537 by Jacopo Sansovino, decorationsnjang others) by Titian, Paolo Veronese and
Tintoretto. It contains as well as books, incunabul, 113 precious manuscripts.
The first nucleus of the Library is based on the di that Cardinal John Bessarion did May 31, 1468
to the Republic ofVenice ad communem hominum utilitatem.

Vettius Valens lived, according to Boll in the sedocentury of our era, during Antonines time:
the later date in his work refers to the 17th y&fahe reign of Antoninus Pius (then 155 AD). His
floruit > can be placed, according the birth charts regdntdis work, between 150 and 185 AD

Native of Antioch, he was a professional astrologied an astrology teacher in Alexandria
of Egypt. TheAnthologhiaiconsist of nine books and maybe should be a marwaaining
everything needed in order to cast and readinga#.cim fact are shown 123 examples. The work
was published for the first time in 1908 by KPdllwho confirms the opinion already expressed on
page 86 of CCAG Il (published in 1900), that Valdéined during the age of the Antonines. In his
opinion he is comforted by the fact he makes nmtrmoe of Ptolemy, or viceversa. The
Anthologhiai are, as it is evident even from its title, a cderfs work.

With regard to the topic at hand, Valens precisegntions its source; in fact he mentions
six times in chapteta Xeaipika (ta Sfairikd, whose author does not mention, however, and
which is useless to bother searching, accordingy Betause he would have been one of the many
authors of popular treatises about fhale and thesphere Kroll instead gave a different
interpretation of the expression (about which Bbdagrees) in CCAG II, p. 94, 30 he translates
the expressiorata ta ceaipika (kata ta sfairika) implying 6pyava (organg and therefore
with in globis caeli formam exibentibughich it would be to say "in the globes showing th
shape of the sky."

Interpretation which could not be far from the krubhowever, when one considers that at
the time were certainly available several toolsiider to measure stars position, like planispheres
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and astrolabes and armillary spheres, such as tesseibed by Ptolemy in the 1st chapter of fifth
book of Almagest and celestial globes bearing ¢peesentations of the constellations.

Back to Valens, together with constellations there also a large number of gods names
(Aphrodite, Selene, Demeter, Hephaestus, Poseitiny) @hose meaning may appear dark and
whose explanation has been given by Boll in thedthppendix to Sphaéfa For only 4 signs
(Gemini, Leo, Aquarius and Pisces), in additiorthe constellations rising and setting with the
sign, are indicated those fouimmd proximity of the sign [this is the meaning of the verb used:
npockeual (proskeimal means "to be located next to"]. The fact that w@aining signs are
missing is, according to Boll, due to the fragmentate of the tradition.

Eudoxus and Aratus were clearly the sources fongisnd setting constellations: as
evidence the German philologist gives several exasnpf which here we will mention only one:

[0 According Valens, when Aquarius rises, between $toeithern constellations setting the
remainingportion of Centaurus and Hydra to the Crpw

0 According to Aratus, however, when the beginningRi$ces rises the Hydra has already
completely set;

0 Eudoxus, unlike Aratus, states that when thereearibe beginning of Pisces the Hydra has
been setting only to the Crow;
[Of these two statements gives us testimony Ipgféu

Therefore according Eudoxus the rest of Hydraosét with the rising of Pisces, as once again

ensures Hipparchusdetter therefore Eudoxus states, saying that thleofaHydra still stays

behind®® And Valens follows the latter too, saying of Pi&cén the South there set the

Thymiaterion (Ara or Turibulum) and the final paftHydra(Fig. 15).

Image taken from the celestial globe made in 155%b
cartographer Gerard De Cremer, better known as
Gerardus Mercator

And wanting to look for further confirmation in temology, the word he uses to indicate the Ara is
Thymiaterion according to Eudoxus linguistic usagistead ofThyterion according Aratus' use.
The author ofSphairikg although depending on Eudoxus, does not shownbaeaken into account
Hipparchus later corrections to the latter, eithecause it was prior to the great astronomer (and
therefore he belonged to the IlII/Il century BC)pmrhaps because, given the popular nature of his
work, he was simply not aware of it.

He was Valens source also for the information alibatconstellations lying at different
latitudes, along with signsOnly here the mention tata ta Sfairikaoccurs three times. Boll gives,
in his commentary to this second type of consieltst more than an evidence of this dependence,
and defines their quote just a clumsy, patcheddodtittle value description of the celestial sphere

20




Johannes Kamateros

The later
Kamateros,

garaphrase of the firSeukrotext can be found as far as we know

in Johannes

a twelfth-century Byzantine poet and precisely hisEicoyoy dotpovouiog

(Eisagogeastronomias) Identified by some with his namesake ‘mastethefPatriarchal School
(and author of a sermon about Epiphany) his contipasi talent was greater than Byzantine
average and was well known. Thgagoge an endless poem in "political" vetewhich he
dedicated to his king Manuel Komnenos (1143-1186¢ defender of astrologys a compendium

of astronomy, astrology and ethnography. Here'exaet header (Fig. 16), as it appears in Fo. 303,

Codex Vindobonensis Philos. Gr. 108:

fenwif  Or Bl slcoviri word wédnne doronvousior Ma  crsivoun
Snuit i Beim Siconminell wOoTO Odnne GoToovaolsior bul Crsivoun,
e s e B e R P o e s S R Y. . P J——— e 1 . e
IWavvou @PIAGTOPOU TOU KTUGTNPOU NPOT PGCIAEOV TlUTEVOUTIA TOV
wouwvnvdy mwenl T4 bhubexag Tikng: mwenl wAgveilToc®  meni Gmloveic
e MEgl TO oUMEND LSOO TEPL TTAGYELTOC TEQL CMACVERL
o GRS el WGCRERSE SN Tl el M R R I e REsw LRy
acTepuc TEPT QTERUVOUL TMEPT T O TMEPL MUOPpPHULELL TEPL TUXTIC
wol Aurtuvioes  mwenk TeveBlioy ment BeuoTinu:  mwenl vodw Tunfie -
e 4L i EOL WEMARA mEepL Beunvion WEDL WDy TanRc
et AL i BBy ool oo AL % A M. %
TEPL CEICUOU WEPL PPOVINC TEPT KEPTUUVO! WEPT TE KAIUGTO TTEPL
rvnuariciativ: mwenl wounroc: xal Erena gic wldroc wolld
CYNUoTICIENY el wounrToc wai Erepo elc aroc wollka,

Figure 16: The header of Kamateros Isagoge in théodex Vindobonensis Philos. gr

. F. 303

After paying homage to the king, the poet immedyagmes in medias resreciting a confusing
amount of astrological terms and making them flustound the read® already mentioning, in
addition to Ptolemy'spoyeipor kavoveg (prokeiroi kanones one of its main sources, namely
Rhetorius who he has in fact often transcribed word by woldstead he will take the Egyptian
names of the Decans from one of the last chapiérslephaestion of Thebes. The chapter
containing the list ofparanatellontais the first since the introduction and the latgasd it is an
important testimony to the survival of traditionked to Teucer/Rhetorius until the twelfth century.

Here (Fig. 17) the (sic) title:

Figure 17: Incipit of the chapter about the 12 siges and paranatellonta (please

note the exclamation marks of the shocked Boll)

All 12 signs are examined, in similarity with Rhets, with the addition of some interpolations
taken from Johannes Laurentios Lydos, who was namikscholar and bureaucrat at the court of

the Emperor Justinian.

For each of the signs are listed:

[0 Characters of the sign indicating the day wherstireenters there;

[0 Theparanatellontawithin the sign, without division by decans (tBection only for Aries and
Taurus); the text is the result of contaminatiamnfrRhetorius and the other list, almost like the
anonymous Codex Vaticanus 1056, first describedadtndbuted by Boll to Antiochus.

[0 List of some bright stars of somgaranatellonta(e.g. those of Perseus for Aries), but not for
all signs. List of.apnpol aoctépes (lamproi asteresyvith indication of their longitude;

[0 Explanation of dodecahos (only for Aries):

(0 Names of the decans and divisiorpiosopa

[0 Doctrine of paranatellontafor each decan in a more precise correspondernbeRhetorius;
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[0 Effect of each of decans.
(0 The critical or climaterical years;
O Doctrine ofueceufoinuo. (mesembolemanamely the empty area between the constellafion o
Aries and Taurus;
[0 List of oria, with names not otherwise known;
List of klimata, half according Rhetorius and the other half adicgy Hephaestio;
Consequences of an earthquake taking place inaungry or another, during the period when
the Sun is in that sign;
[0 Same for the thunder;
[0 Same for lightning.
[These three paragraphs are taken from Lydos].

O O

Boll published® only the part listingparanatellontaclaiming absolute certainty about the fact
Rhetorius manuscript, which was available to Kare and which he employed for his work,
could only be located in the middle between thedglvonensis philosos. Berolinensis 108 and 173
(Phill 1577), the two manuscripts we have seehabtse of the firSteukrotext.

Etymology of the termparanatellonta

There follows here, for a better understandindheftexts mentioned above, and without wishing to
steal the job to philologists, a brief explanatafrthe term paranatellonta which we have so often
met in these pagedlopavatéilovta (paranatellontd is the neutral plural nominative or
accusative of the present participle of the veslpavatéAio (paranatelld, in turn composed of
napo (para) andavatélie (anatellg. Anatellomeans, when referring to the stars, "rising".

Para is a preposition, which can be translated as ‘GloRaranatellothus means "to rise along"
andparanatellonta [implied dotpa (astra) "(constellations), rising along" the zodiacalrsgin a
sense of the celestial sphere as a globe divideéddry into twelve segments (Fig. 18).

polo Sud
dell’eclittica

Figure 18: The celestial sphere is divided into 12egments by
the Zodiac
(The image is taken from CieloeTerra astrology cee)

The infinitive paranatellein"to rise along" linguistically is a synonym fauvvavotéiiety
(sunanatelleipwhich in Autolycus, Hipparchus, Ptolemy indicatlke contemporary rising of a star
or a constellation with a zodiacal sign or degreavith another star or constellation. Between the
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two terms there is an insignificant difference ieaning:sunanatelleiffrom cuv (sun i.e. "with"
andavatélim anatelld literally means "rising together”, while as wevhaseerparantelleinis
“rising along"; in the first case is therefore Highted the temporal aspect, in the other the apati
one.Sunanatelleins perhaps a more precise term and was favoreabtsgnomers. The two verbs
safely alternate in the Anonymous of 379Manilius uses in the V book at verses 175 and 657
consurgerewhere our texts us@aranatellein The participial noun form can be also foundhe
version & mopavatéliovieg (aotépeg) [0i paranatellontes (asterds)namely “"the stars rising
along" whereastrawere instead the (Northern, Southern and alsadbdecal) constellations.

After this necessary premise, let us ask oursekitsBoll”® what exactly is meant by this
“rising along”. Certainlyd the passage degree, namely the ecliptic degrelb witich the
constellation or star rises, as it is natural tpet taking into account positional astronomy rifles
which of course depends on the latitude of theeplaicobservation. But in not a small number of
cases indicates simplythe celestial longitude.

In the CodexVindobonensis philos. Gr. 108 atofa#i83 is located under the heading
Etetpov (i.e.kepralov) tob Oeiov ITtolepaiov [eteron (kephalaion) tou theiou Ptolemaiou “
another chapter of the divine Ptolemy "] a passagehich are listed the longitudes of 31 bright
stars: from an examination of the mentioned degtdesmpossible that the worgaranatelleican
indicate their rise. Also the Anonymous of 379 Afbovides - openly mentionifit- the longitudes
of 30 bright stars recalculated for his time adany Ptolemy method. For Teucer and Antiochus is
the same: eg. in the firSieukrotextis said about Taurus:

Tod 8¢ 7' dekav®d TapaAVATEALEL .... o BacTtalopévn VO TOD NVIOYOL
(To de trito decan@aranatellei ... aix bastazomene upo to enioghou

namely " there arises with the third decan ...gbat kept (in his arms) by the Auriga”. But this
statement cannot be proved for whatever pole: ekaildria latitude it was far above the eastern
horizon and approximately would rise in the sanmen@ant as the second decan of Aries . But if we
attribute toparanatellei the meaning "has the same longitude than thicdmef Taurus" it makes
sense. Ptolemy places Capella Aurigae in his time at 25° Taurus. Right ascension and
declination of the star appear to be for the ydd®02respectively 79.17 and 46; if we do the
calculations properly taking into account the ingaegtible proper motion of the stars and the
precession of the equinoxes, we find that in 100@Pella had. 52.06; in the year 10054.94; in
2001 56.37; in 300v 57.81.

Another example: the same text says for Aries:

To 8¢ tpi 10 Sekovd mapoavatéirer 1| Koooiéneia emi OpOvov katefopévn kol
Iepoevg kotaképaio kth. (To de trito dekano paranatellei e Kassiepeia epirohbu
katezomene kdPerseus katakefa)a

that is " with the third decan there arises Cassapitting on the throne and Perseus upside down."
Even this statement of Teucer is incomprehensible any possible pole height of the old
Oikoumeneif we try to translateparanatelleiwith "rising along." Let us consider, for exampl
the constellation Perseus (Fig. 19): at Alexandriguae, just to pick one, it was completely above
the horizon while Aries third decan was rising, a0 Hipparchus tells us: "When Perseus rises, the
zodiac co-rises with it from degree 5° 20 of Capmicuntil the middle 14 ° of Aries’.
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Figure 19: The constellation Perseus
(total area of 615 square degrees)

But if we give to this sentence the meaning "ttagssof Perseus have a longitude from 20 to 30
degrees of Aries" everything becomes clear. Simce difficult to speak of longitude for a
constellation, whose stars often have very diffecehestial coordinates one from the other, let us
consider one, Algoli( Persei). This star right ascension and declination appe#e for the year
2000 respectively 56.17 and 22.42; when taking adcount the annual changes for 150 AD we
obtain a longitude of 29.14, which obviously deses going back in time. Therefore by
paranatelleiwas intended in this case the longitude of sontbemMmain stars of the constellation.

What to think of the fact that in the lists méue Textenappears this double entendée (
and.)? Boll conclude¥ that they drew from different originals withoutuoh discernment: the
one the most significant describing contempor@ing (without being able of nothing else but
speculating about the place for which they werecutated: Alexandria? Babylon?) Of
constellations, the other one listed their long#sidAnd since the former are more significant in
number, will think to the second as an infiltration

And in the context of authentrésingsit is necessary to do further distinctions, wheciuld
lead us to blur the concept and extend it, meaamdgr the ternparanatellein not only the rising
along a sign, but rathethe presence at one dfie four angles at the rising of that sign. For
example, both in the twdeukrotexterand in Antiochus we find between Pisqesranatellonta
Engonasin / Heracles, which in truth culminatethatrising of that sign. This same constellation is
mentioned later with Gemini, at whose rising, sdigally in the second@eukrotex{namely in the
Codices Laurentianus and Vaticanus) Ophiuchussisdiwith Leo, therefore when it reaches its
lowest position in the sky or its anti-culmination.

They are then deliberately taken into account, @aflg for the Greek constellations (much
less forbarbaric ones) thexévtpa (kentrg or cardines geniturarumthe four most important
points of the sky.

Hard to tell to which original these two listseefHipparchus for the former? For the latter
Boll does not doubt it was formed on the other handhe basis of the use of celestial globes.
How else could be assessed which constellatiars at the Imum Coeli? They could hardly be
seen through direct observation. Perhaps throudhulesions, but even so it would be
incomprehensible how from these ones they got#tailed description of Engonasin, which at
Gemini rising, is showed aslércules, and a snake on a tree chased by Hertules
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Use of decans in magic and medicine

Let us consider for a while a peculiar use of dscarhich with paranatellontaseems to have little
to do, referring once again on Teucer's fragmeesgmed in Michael Psellos work (see page 3): If
you therefore engrave the image or the seal ofiflvan on a stone and embed it in a ring, you get
amazing benefits and means of protection againgtla variety of setbacks. This belief has long
exercised its influence over the centuries andl @drnelius Agripp& described in the sixteenth
century, through the mediation of the Arabs, thenaeful effectiveness of particular celestial
images, including even the Decans.

In thegrimoire calledAiatnkn Zoiopmvtog (Diatheke Solomontdsor The Testament of
Solomon(an apocryphal of the Old Testament, originallytten in Hebrew in a first century Jewish
circle and elaborated in Greek in Christian envinent in the third century) the 36 decans are
invoked (ratherconjured by King Solomon, who meets them flesh and blood @hen they are
forced by him, by the power of the ring (Fig. 2@)obey his wish€s

Figure 20: The Seal of Solomon.
(Image taken from the Harleian Manuscript, British Museum, No. 5596, paper, F. 58, XV century)
With this seal ring King Solomon forced the decarildemons to build the Temple.

In the magical thinking therefore the space betwesawven and earth is destroyed and one can be
vis-a vis with the gods or demons, after they are invokétl prayers or led by threats to reveal
themselves, or one can capture the essence ir$fatr more simply in seals representing them.

The operation, of course, is not immediate and prpther it requires precise rituals, but if
successfully carried out, thmagistais allowed to win their favour. The literary cabegation,
however, of the specific conditions under whichamtral deity can be contacted (it is really the
case) makes it possible for any mortal, not justiie magusto undertake a venture and try to get
some satisfaction especially from decans for tihaneeds.

In the magical papyri the decdhsare often invoked. For example at the beginningreek
magical papyrus P Berlin 5025 is conjured Oriohe BRstro-magician’s goal is to get him to move
in with him and be his counselor. Barefoot and pped with a suitably stuffed hawk, as magical
instrument, he says:d ee aaa iiii 00000 yyyyyyo00000, come to me, good countryman, Agathos
Daimon, Horos Chnupis. Come to me, holy Orion, Whgsts in the North, shaking waters of the
Nile and mixes them with sea and changes (fortlie human semen during intercourse, which has
built the world on indestructible (bases) whichy@ung in the morning and in the evening an old
man, which infiltrates the underworld and risesnfr@ spitting fire, which has divided (?) the seas
in a month, which constantly (sends) the seed dioptdis (sacred) fig tree, that is your real
name... (Magic words) "

Finished the spell he keeps it strictly secretdeveral days and refrains from having sex
with his wife. Orion therefore here is associatethwhe decan Chnupis, which belongs to the
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Cancer and the Sun-God Horos. It is in fact notliiagone of the epiphanies of the latter and it is
invoked to increase the pressure on him.

Greek magical papyri align decans with the othetsgand give them the same powers. The
astrological texts instead try to determine momueately each decan's range of action. In the above
cited Testament of Solompiheir effectiveness is focused primarily on lesdiSome of them
however have other functions: the eleventh oneesadsputes, the twelfth quarrels and altercations
and rejoice if it can promote them, the eightegrahts husband and wife, the twenty-first causes
dyspnea to infants, the thirty-fifth bewitches eimrdy etc..

Particularly effective in order to protect from GbBecan negative influences or attract the
positive ones are amulets: picture, sacred nammaredal, engraved on a particular type of stone
which is in sympathetic relation with him and agated with particular types of animal skins
(deer, hyena) or of metal or wood, food or drinie aseful in the need.

The use of magic spells and astrological talismams/ery ancient. An Egyptian black
granite statue dating the 3@ynasty period (380-342 BC), found at Tell el-Farand donated to
the Cairo Museum, bears an inscription translatgdbress$: it speaks of a highborn person
devoted with all his energies to astrology anddhservation of the stars. He could build sundials
and measure time, but also could charm snakes ame im general dangerous animals, rendering
them harmless.

SSELL
) @

@ B @ @ @

Figure 21: The seals of the 36 decans.
Image taken from CCAG VI p. 74

In the CodexVindobonensis philos. Gr. 108, at 57 3here is a chapter (published in CCAG VI,
p.73 under the titleDe duodecim signorum decahnigvhich lists the names of decans, with
instructions to make talismans and attached tomtiteng margins the seals to be engraved on the
proper stones (Fig. 21: It provides the richestetabf the past about the magical action of decans
amulets, apt to protect journeys"(8ecan), to obtain truthful dreams, where it issils to see
everything one wants to know (12ecan), to emerge victorious in any trial {ifecan), and so on.
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The same text is found in other codices, partityler Parisinus 2419 (a fifteenth century paper
manuscript consisting of 342 sheets) at .38, dmupaccording to his authokpito. Xaidaiov
owvdag (kata Chaldaion fongs supplied with images and, as reported by Curmo@CAG VIII, |,

p. 27 with many words in Hebrew letters, mostlyhatianscription.

But the images of the astral gods also exerted thBuence in the medical field. This is
testified for example by the Greek catechist arablibgian Origen of Alexandria, who Rata
Kéloov (Kata Kelsol reports of people who, for the health of bodyweland other advantages,
rather than relying on God Almighty prefer to inegkvith magic spells, stones, plants and seals,
demons nam&$. In Hermes Trismegistugpd. Piprog (iera biblog®* the description of each
decan is accompanied by a list of body parts linkeitl and possible corresponding diseases, but all
the damage they send to men because of theil @dloa can be healed through their images.

They are made when the Decan action is strongerirtue of its heavenly position and their
healing effect is enhanced by the use of name,estod plant. Let us see for the purpose of
explanation which are the remedies for diseaset a®h healed by the first decan of Aries: it is
called Chelanchori and is shaped like a small cstitdtching his hands up. He holds a stick on the
head and is dressed with bands from the knee®tartkies. He rules the head accidents. In order to
captivate his favors one should draw its image omoaous stone of Babylon, put under
Peudacenum officinalgplant of Mars, which has its face in this dega®t in a ring to keep to
finger.

The principle on which the operation is based & the god-demon relocates its influence
from the affected body part to the image whons ittached, or in the case of prophylaxis, affects
it in its place. The healing for toothache, eyehtems, bleeding wounds, ulcers, dropsy, skin
diseases and diagnosing away, is guaranteed.

The short treatise contained in Vindobonensis, @tetl above, lists the various diseases
ruled by decans.

Of paranatellontawas gradually lost track, the groups of starsedéelpng on constellations,
treated as devils in the Egyptian way, acquired thwen independent life and with them one must
come to terms, from mortal to astral deities.

Conclusion

At the end of this short fascinating journey inte past of our discipline we will be allowed
to state some thoughts coming to our mind in tloegeding of this essay. In the first part we have
said about the large number of studies on ancistnblagical texts dating from the beginning of
1900, especially, and | would say only with jusivfexception, by academics, linguists, in short by
scholars, who examining the large amount of infdromathere contained, took to heart, as it was
right, linguistic aspects, or the dating or theg@oattribution to this or that author. Certainbt the
study of the possible implementation /verificatmfrthe various astrological doctrines. Thisisap t
those involved in our discipline and therefore ytlstiould come forward in order to know, and
where appropriate, to revisit the past, with thewdedge that in it is rooted the desired future.

What we can learn then froparanatellonta and decans? Can we make some use in current
astrology practice? Very little | would say. Thetension itself, in celestial longitude and latitude
of constellations makes it difficult to determitiee correct position in respect to an angle or a
luminary or planet, and then use it. More appmpriis instead the use of the fixed stars: the
aforementioned Anonymous of 379 AD, or Cardanalean Stade- only desiring to mention some
who have left us several aphorisms about - offéualde insights on their interpretation in the
judgment of a chart.

The migration of Teucer catalog (which since thgitweing joined the mythologizing of the
Greek origin sky with the oriental one) in the Brastrological culture and then again in the West
which we briefly mentioned in an earlier essay lom decans, led to the formulation of judgments,
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which often simply can be lead back to the varitegends about this or that star and that,
moreover, are now completely disconnected fromdtsal position in the sky.

Boll points out with a bit of benevolent iroftythat the ancient astrologers in most cates
not break their heads on the impact and signifaeaof a constellation: the name or even a myth of
the star, which was connected with the name, peavithe explanation. Whoever born under the
influence of Auriga could only become a chariotvdri a groom or servant on a military tank and
whoever would appoint Cetus as his natal star enftiture would put tuna in brine.

We agree with him in putting in some way in itghti perspective the scope of judgments
like those reported - one for all - in LaurentianXisVIIl, 34, wanting (all) those born under the
first decan of Aries as scholars, experts in arthigects; under the third decan of Cancer
manufacturers of water mills, aqueduct officersatiendants in the bathrooms; under the second
decan of Capricorn vine dressers or drunkardsand | will stop here. The opinion of a philology
scholar, a man of great culture, who had certamndy intended by writingSphaeraintentionally
draw a story of ancient astrology converges wittspwho want instead to revisit the texts which in
that work were examined, with the spirit of tre&shunters, if they ever arise.

We therefore confirm for decans their lesser dygmole, as it wants the wording of
Ptolemy, who not for coincidence Tretrabiblosdoes not make any mention of them.

Genoa, 3 October 2010
lucia.bellizia@ tin.it
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! Franz Cumont was the first Chairman of the BodrBicectors of the Academia Belgica, from its foatidn in May
1939 until 1947. The inauguration of the Librarpkglace on May 7, 1947, a few months before halden the hall
where a medallion with his portrait and a Latincigtion, reminds now of the patron and his scientieputation. His
archives too are assigned as legacj¢ademia Belgicawith the exception of correspondence, left tofhigily, who
settled toAcademia Belgic#o be studied.

2 Studien uber Claudius Ptolemaeus. Ein Beitrag zw@s€hichte der griechischen Philosophie und Astieldn Neue
Jahrbicher fiir Philologie und PadagogiSupplementband 21, 2. Teubregjpzig 1894.pp. 49-244.

3 catalogus codicum astrologorum GraecoruBd 7: Codices Germanicos descripsit Franciscus BBHuxellis, In
aedibus Henrici Lamertin, Brussel 1908.

* Sphaera. Neue griechische Texte und UntersuchungeBeschichte der Sternbildéfeubner, Leipzig 1903. Reprint
Olms, Hildesheim 1967.

> Not just philological or historical, but also iamgraphic studies. Scholars such as Aby Warbugsosthident Fritz Saxl
had in mind Sphaerain their research. See my esskyom Teucer the Babylonian to Schifanoia Paladee Decans
presented at the First International Astrology @oefice, March 7, 2009 organized in Perugia by A&tya
Association, which can be read in the Articlesisecof the sitevww.apotelesma.it

® This migration is better described in my essagrrefl to footnote 5.

" Sphaerap.V.

8 A. GutschmidKleine Schriften Zweiter BandSchriften zur Geschichte und Literatur der Sentigscvélker und zur
alteren Kirchengeschichtel_eipzig, Druck und Verlag von B.G. Teubner, 1890708 e seq.

® Paradoxogréfoi, Scriptores rerum mirabilium gragEdidit A. Westermann, Braunschweig, 1839147, 21).

19 Gutschmid does not accept the lesson (supposteBabmasius, i.e. Claude Saumaiée)oUpav@® of the text and
changes witlEvovtmv, which claims being more meaningful. Then thegtaiion would be "through the zodiacal signs
in which they are".

M Porphyrii Philosophi Introductio in Tetrabiblum Reanaej CCAG, V, 4 (p. 190 et seq.), edited by Boer and S.
Weinstock.

12 Gutschmid, work cited in note 8, p.708, no 2. eotly read$kkewvton instead ofyketvtat.

13 Gutschmid, work cited in note 8, p. 709.

1% Athenaeus of Naukratis (living between Il anddéintury AD) in his work entitledeivosogiotai (Philosophers at
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